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and bravest had already stained the scaffold ; the men to whom it
had been accustomed to look for guidance and protection were
dead, in prison, or in exile. Submission had ceased to be of any
avail, flight was impossible, and the spirit of vengeance had alighted
at every fireside. The mourners went daily about the street, for
there was hardly a house that had not been made desolate. The
scaffolds, the gallows, the funeral piles, which had been sufficient
in ordinary times, furnished now an entirely inadequate machinery
for the incessant executions. Columns and stakes in every street,
the door-posts of private houses, the fences in the fields, were laden
with human carcases, strangled, burned, beheaded. The orchards
in the country bore on many a tree the hideous fruit of human
bodies. Thus the Netherlands were crushed, and but for the
stringency of the tyranny which had now closed their gates, would
have been depopulated. The grass began to grow in the streets of
those cities which had recently nourished so many artizans. In
all those great manufacturing and industrial marts, where the tide
of human life had throbbed so vigorously, there now reigned the
silence and the darkness of midnight.
Such is indeed the language of indignant partisans
on the Reformers' side, and it is doubtless over-coloured.
But no substantial disproof of the persecution has been
ever made by Catholic apologists. And Alva is said
to hare boasted on his resignation that he had put to
death 18,600 persons, not counting all who perished in
fight, storm., siege, and massacre.
The elaborate and historic documents in which the
Prince had announced to the King, the Eegent, and bis
colleagues his intention to withdraw, contained the sub-
stantial truth and the true reasons for his act, wrapped
up in the verbiage of diplomatic euphemism. He knew
for certain that Alva was approaching with an over-
powering army, not only to crush rebellion and opposi-
tion, but to punish without mercy, to restore Catholic
orthodoxy, and to kill the Prince, his friends, and fol-
lowers. ]STo man knew so well how helpless was the

